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Have you taken on the VIF March Madness challenge?  
My prayer is that you have exuberantly and ecstatically 
taken on this challenge.  Therefore, with these next few 
weeks of articles, I want to help you with this challenge.  I 
want to encourage you to succeed with flying colors and 
come out victorious.  So here we go! 
  

The first thing that I want to encourage you in is to be 
excited and sold out to Jesus Christ, for 
He is the reason for our March Madness.  
He is the one who makes living so 
exciting and fulfilling.  He can restore us 
when we fall and He can empower us to 
move on to victory and joy.  Therefore, 
we have every reason to PRAISE Him! 
  

Years ago, Michael Whitaker Smith wrote the song How 
Majestic Is Your Name.  Many people sang and recorded 
this song and it inspired many to love and praise the 
Lord.  Some of the words of the song are as follows: 
 

 O Lord, our Lord 

 How majestic is Your name in all the earth 

 O Lord, we praise Your name 

 O Lord, we magnify Your name 

 Prince of peace, mighty God 

 O Lord, God Almighty 

 O, Lord, our Lord 

 How majestic is Your name in all the earth 
 

There are certainly GREAT reasons to Praise the Name of 
the Lord!  He is a Mighty God!  He is the Prince of Peace!  
He is God Almighty!  Run through your mind and heart 
the many times that God has shown Himself worthy to be 
praised.  In my own life, I could literally spend hours just 
thanking the Lord for the many, many blessings that He 
has showered me with in my short life.  He has blessed 

me when I am so unworthy of His blessings.   
  

VIF’s March Madness is all about praising our mighty and 
glorious God.  Jesus Christ is the name above all names 

and He is greatly to be praised.  In 
Valley Isle Fellowship, we have 
much to praise the Lord about.  Yes, 
we have had many trials and 
challenges but, think about this fact.  
Through them all, He has not 
deserted us nor forsaken us.  We 
have still seen people saved and 

their lives changed.  We have seen God’s hand of mighty 
provision.  We have seen people coming to understand 
the Love of God and commit themselves to loving God.  
We have also seen the dream of a new church facility in 
Waikapu finally begin to be fulfilled.  In fact, if all goes 
well, we could move into those facilities by the end of 
this year.  This is all because of Jesus Christ. 
  

March Madness, if applied, could be a means by which 
God propels VIF to fully become the church that He 
desires.  A church that loves Him so much that everything 
we think, do, and say reflects the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ.  As individuals March Madness could mean that 
we begin to stand out at home, at work, and at play for 
Jesus.  Everything that we individually think, do, and say 
becomes a reflection of Jesus’ love, grace, and mercy.  He 
begins to be lifted up high in our lives and people 
everywhere begin to praise God because they see Jesus in 
us.   
 

Just    being   ecstatic   and  
exuberant    about     Jesus  
Christ    would    make     a  
tremendous      difference.   
If   you    can   be    ecstatic  
and      exuberant     about  
                 (continued on page 2) 
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Jesus for a month, that begins to cause you to transition from a habit to a lifestyle.  We want you to have a lifestyle 
that shows a deep love and commitment to Jesus Christ.  This would cause you to have a life that makes a big 
difference for Jesus.  

 

Satan would not want this to happen so he will attack you with negative thoughts and challenging 
trials.  When these attacks of Satan come your way, discipline your self to praise the Lord.  It 
would be so empowering for you, in those times, to repeat the words of “How Majestic Is Your 
Name.”   

  

God bless you as you enter into VIF’s March Madness!  

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
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@ Waikapu@ Waikapu@ Waikapu   

6 am Sunrise   8 am Breakfast   9 am Service 

by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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NO Evening Service 

 

Get the news about our sister churches in the HPBC.   
Our new online magazine, Pacific Connector, has  
replaced the Hawaii Pacific Baptist, our former  

newspaper.  Check online at hpbaptist.net for current  
and past issues. 



 

 

 

- 3 - 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
At 70, I am energized to dream great things, because this year Hillary turns 69, Bernie turns 75, and Donald 
turns 70. My rising energy has nothing to do with their policies or character. It has to do with the incredible fact 
that all of them want to spend their seventies doing the hardest job in the world. 
 

This is wonderfully counter-cultural. I doubt that it’s motivated by a passion to magnify the greatness of Jesus. 
But that makes it all the more inspiring for me, because nothing gets me more excited than spending my 
seventies spreading a passion for the glory of Christ and his word. Paul is still my hero when he says, “My 
eager expectation and hope is that Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death” (Philippians 
1:20). 
 

So if Hillary and Bernie and Donald want to bear the weight of the world for the next four to eight years out of 
man-centered, philanthropic motives, I find my seventy-something zeal for Jesus heating up. They only get to 
be president of a tiny territory called the U.S.A. I get to be an ambassador of the Sovereign of the universe. 
They only get to change the way some people live for a few decades. I get to change the way some people live 
forever — with a lot of good spill-over for this world in the process. 
 

But this is not an article mainly about me. It’s about the 70 million Baby Boomers coming behind me. I’m the 
oldest (born in 1946; the youngest born in 1964). Ten thousand Americans turn 70 every day. And they will 
continue to do so for about nineteen years. Billions of dollars are spent every year trying to get us to waste the 
last chapter of our lives on leisure. I’m spending one afternoon to plead with the rising seventy-somethings: 
Don’t waste it. 

 

A History of Impact over Seventy 

 

Hillary, Bernie, and Donald are not unique. Let them — and all the others — inspire you. 
 

Five of the eight current Supreme Court justices are over 65, and three are over 75. Ronald Reagan served as 
president from age 70 to 78. He was shot at age 70 and recovered. Then at 76, he stood against the U.S.S.R. 
in West Berlin and said to Mikhail Gorbachev, “Tear down this wall!” 

 

Winston Churchill became the prime minister of the United Kingdom in 1940 at the age of 66. He wielded his 
mighty eloquence against the Nazis till he was 70. Six years later, he was reelected and served till he was 81. 
At 82, he wrote A History of the English-Speaking Peoples. 

 

Hillary, Bernie, Donald, and Me 
Article by John Piper 

Article published on February 23, 2016 and may be found at 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/hillary-bernie-donald-and-me 

(continued on page 4) 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.20
http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/john-piper
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Theologian Charles Hodge (1797–1878) lived to be 80. His biographer, Paul Gutjahr, wrote, “His last years 
were among his most productive . . . wielding his favorite pen to compose literally thousands of manuscript 
pages, which would eventually become his monumental Systematic Theology and his incisive What Is 
Darwinism?.” 
 

At 70, Benjamin Franklin helped draft the Declaration of Independence. John Glenn became the oldest person 
to go into space at age 77. At the same age, Grandma Moses started painting. Started! At 82, Goethe finished 
writing his famous Faust. At 89, Albert Schweitzer ran a hospital in Africa. At 93, Strom Thurmond won 
reelection after promising not to run again at age 99. He lived to be 100. At 93, P.G. Wodehouse worked on his 
97th novel, got knighted, and then died. 
 

I heard J. Oswald Sanders lecture when he was 89. He said, “I have written a book a year since I was 70.” So I 
have just arrived at the beginning of this writing life. The beginning! What a thrilling example! 
 

Ralph Winter, the great missions visionary and activist was thinking and writing and strategizing for world 
evangelization until he died at 84. He was passionate about non-retirement. He wrote, 
 

Most men don’t die of old age, they die of retirement. I read somewhere that half the men retiring in the state of New York 

die within two years. Save your life and you’ll lose it. Just like other drugs, other psychological addictions, retirement is a 

virulent disease, not a blessing. . . . Where in the Bible do they see that? Did Moses retire? Did Paul retire? Peter? John? 

Do military officers retire in the middle of a war? 

 

Whether in Weakness or Strength 
 

I am not unaware — my body makes me aware — that not everyone has the wonderful privilege of health and 
resources in old age. Over four million people over 65 live in poverty. Millions more suffer from the dreaded 
woes of aging — heart disease, arthritis, cancer, lung disease, Alzheimer’s, osteoporosis. Not to mention the 
typical loss of hearing and eyesight and energy. 

                                   
I do not want to add a burden to those who would love to dream with me, but can’t act on their dreams. You 
have your calling to live where you are, with all your weaknesses, for the glory of Christ. And, yes, he does get 
glory in our weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:9–10). God has great promises for those of you who trust your 
precious and ever-present Savior, Jesus Christ: “Even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry 
you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save” (Isaiah 46:4). 

 

Rather, I am writing to the 25 million Americans over 65 who are healthy and have resources — and to the 
seven thousand Boomers who turn 70 every day with health and wealth. I am inviting you to look around you.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            (continued on page 5) 

 

Hillary, Bernie, Donald, and Me 
Article by John Piper 

Article published on February 23, 2016 and may be found at 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/hillary-bernie-donald-and-me 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.9%E2%80%9310
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2046.4
http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/john-piper
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Look at Hillary and Bernie and Donald, and thousands of others, who are dreaming their dreams. Whatever 
their motives are, what are yours? 
 

Without Excuse 
 

“Jesus gave himself for us to purify for himself a people who are zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14). No age 
limit. Zealous. Passionate. To the end. For good works. Works that he has gifted you to do. He has given you a 
lifetime of experience and wisdom and resources. You have a decade of freedom in front of you. This is a trust. 
All your previous life was designed for this season of fruitfulness. What is your dream? 
 

 “The righteous . . . still bear fruit in old age . . . to declare that the Lord is upright” (Psalm 92:12–15). Why 
would God tell us that? Because he wants us to dream that. He wants us to pray for that. 
 

Not everyone gets the privilege. Some die young. Some must bear the burden of immobilizing pain. But 
millions of you are free. If you do not dream a joyful dream of productive service for Christ in your seventies, 
what will you say to the Savior? Your only excuse will be that you listened to the voice of this age rather than to 
God’s. It will not be a good excuse. 

 

Redefine Retirement 

 

The apostle Paul was on his way to evangelize Spain when he died in his sixties (Romans 15:23–28). He 
called himself an “old man” (Philemon 1:9). But as an “old man,” he planned, while he had breath, to do all he 
could for Christ and his kingdom. Spending the last season of his life playing games in a perishing world was 
not in his plan. It should not be in yours. 

                                  
Lydia Jane 

Join the happy psalmist: “My mouth is filled with your praise, and with your glory all the day. Do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength is spent” (Psalm 71:8–9). We have good reason to 
believe God will answer that prayer for Christ’s sake. 
 

Break free from the spirit of this age. See the world — see your life — the way God sees it. In his reckoning, 
sweet soul-rest begins when you are born again (Hebrews 4:3, 10), and rest from our labor — true retirement 
— begins when you die. 
 

Make no mistake. The Bible believes in retirement. It’s called heaven. Then the new earth. It lasts forever. 
Compared to it, this life is a vapor’s breath. All our trials here are “a light and momentary affliction” that are 
preparing for us an “eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17). Keep your eyes on 
this prize. Such a rest the world has never dreamed of. 
                   (continued on page 6) 
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2092.12%E2%80%9315
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.23%E2%80%9328
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“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord . . . that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 
them!” (Revelation 14:13). Be up and doing. Joyfully. For Christ. Full of hope. 
 

      
 

 

Hillary, Bernie, Donald, and Me 
Article by John Piper 

Article published on February 23, 2016 and may be found at 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/hillary-bernie-donald-and-me 

John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of desiringGod.org and chancellor of Bethle-

hem College & Seminary. For 33 years, he served as pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is author of more than 50 books.  
 

By John Piper. © Desiring God Foundation. Website: desiringGod.org 
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   

 

Missionary Spotlight: MISSION OPPORTUNITY!!! 
We are joining with our MCBA sister churches in encouraging our  

NAMB Missionaries who are spotlighted during the  
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer.   

VIF will be sending a care package to 

Tony and Sara Silveira in Quebec. 

 

 
Small 

sna
ck

s Personal notes  
of encouragement  

Small Bags of  

coffee 
or tea

 

Personal n
otes  

of appreci
ation 

Small boxes/bags 
of treats 

Donations will be collected NEXT Sunday, March 13 OR you may 
drop off at church office by Monday, March 14. 

 

 

 

 

Each year, we honor the life and advocacy of Annie Walker Arm-

strong (1850-1938) when we give to the Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering® for North American missions. As a tireless servant of 

God and a contagious advocate and supporter of missions efforts 

throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led women to unite in 

missions endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of 

Woman’s Missionary Union, for which she served as the first 

corresponding secretary.  

Annie believed in and followed Christ with all her heart, but it 

was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible ways. She 

spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in 

support of missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy and 

all were filled with conviction that more could and should be 

done in our missions efforts. Annie also never hesitated to use her 

hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food, clothing and 

the Word of God to those in need. Her hands held her own Bible 

as she studied to know how best to share Gods’ love with others. 

And, most important, Annie was a woman of prayer, folding her 

hands in prayer to intercede for the missionaries and for those 

they were helping discover Christ.  

Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more and do more for 

reaching people for Christ. As modern-day missions advocates 

unite to continue that work today, we can be confident that her 

legacy will also be ours.  

Who Is Annie? 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
Who should I send? Who will go for Us? I said: Here I am. Send me.” 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® is the primary funding channel for the North American Mis-
sion Board’s Send North America strategy. 100 percent of your gift is transformed into  

missionary salaries and ministry provisions—resources that are used to share the gospel.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2014.13
http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/john-piper
https://twitter.com/#!/johnpiper
http://www.desiringgod.org/books
http://www.desiringgod.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

     

Children are a gift from the Lord.; 

they are a reward from Him.  

Psalms 127:3 (NLT) 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Mar 10-12  
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of Mar 17-19 
Edwards, Reimann, 

Balberdi 
 

Week of  Mar 24-26 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Mar 31-
Apr 2 

Volunteers Needed 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Volunteers to help with 

childcare during the 

worship service hour. 

Sign-up at  

back table! 

 

Be in the know  
Join our text alerts 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808) 670-3442 instead 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church Of-

fice 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare Schedule 

Today, March 6  Team 4 

   March 13     Team 1 

   March 20     Team 2  



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

 March 2016 

           2 - 15 Pastor Jeremy on vacation 

           6 - 13 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer 
 

    6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

   7 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

   9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 13 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
 

 14 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
 

 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Jesus, My Redeemer 

Only A God 

I Am Not Alone 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
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I. The ________________________ of       _________               . 

 A. The                          .   

 B. The        ______        .  (The soil is a heart that harbors that hurt) 

 C. A            _________            _______                . 

 

II. The               ____________            of  _________                         . 

 A. The       ___           . 

 B. The            ____      .  (Eph. 4:26 & 30-31) 

 

III.  The              _________                of         _______                     . 

 A. Let God           ______               it.  (Psalm 139:23-24)  

 B. Let               ___           ____                  it.   

 C. Let                ___         ______                   it.   

 

Don’t harbor         ______              !  Let God            _______          it.  Let Grace     ______                it.  

Let Good                     _____           it.  

 

Remember, the          ___      is a hurt.  The          __        is a heart that harbors the hurt.  The   

_______                is underground, but the          ____         is above ground and only        ___       can 

deal with that root. 

 

If God gave us justice, we’d        ___     and go to         __         . 

Thank God for His mercy that says He’ll not      ____                     us. 

But thank God for His grace that gives us a               ___                  __       ___                . 

 

The Root of Bitterness 
Dr. Adrian Rogers  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEjKHnORq2U 

Hebrews 12:14-15 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEjKHnORq2U

